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Citrus Fruits

are used commercially in California at the present time,
viz.: the sour or bitter, the sweet, and the pomelo. It is
said that at present, practically every citrus tree in
Europe is grown on the sour-stock. Perhaps we would
be safe in saying that every tree in California would be
as well off on sour-stock, yet there are a few people who
still claim that, in certain situations, sweet-stock is best,
at least for oranges. All lemons should be grown on sour-
stock on account of its great resistance to brown-rot
gumming. Sour-stock should be used for oranges and
pomelos on low, heavy, or wet soils. On high, dry, well-
drained soil sweet-stock is practically as good but ap-
parently no better for oranges. Orange trees will make
a quicker start into growth and begin to bear fruit a little
earlier on sweet-stock, but after the trees are six or seven
years old no one can tell any difference in the size or
fruitfulness of the trees. The sour-stock has the advan-
tage, therefore, in being more resistant to gum diseases
and foot-rot of various kinds.
The use of pomelo stock is increasing somewhat, although
it has not been widely experimented with. It is giving
pronounced success where used for lemons on open
gravelly soils in the interior valleys. Pomelo seedlings
often give trouble in the seed-bed by gumming and by
their peculiar habit of blooming and setting fruit when
they are only two or three inches high.
In addition to the above three stocks there are several
others which are entitled to mention for the reason that
while they may be no longer used in propagation they
are often met with in old orchards. The rough lemon is
said to be hardy and to a certain extent drought-resistant,